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Letter in Support of Professor George Contini

Professor George Contini was the first teacher-artist that helped me develop my solo show,
“The Magic Negro and Other Blackness.” Without Professor Contini’s guidance, | honestly do
not see how the show would ever have come to exist.

| am an improv comedian with Dad’s Garage Theatre Company in Atlanta. While | had
experience with solo performance through stand up comedy, | had no experience with crafting a
solo show. Professor Contini introduced me to the art form and for that I'm so grateful. | took his
solo performance class. Through that he introduced me to solo scripts as well as video
examples showing what solo performance could be. He also gave us homework exercises that
were perfect for uncovering what stories were important to me and the stories that | had to tell.

Mid-way through his class, | had a rough outline for my show and | used that outline and some
sample sketches (also developed in his class) to pitch my show to Dad’s Garage. Dad’s Garage
decided to produce the show, and it enjoyed a sold-out 4-weekend run at 7 Stages Theatre.

Professor Contini was great to work with because he communicates with all different genres and
styles. The solo class | took with him had artists from diverse backgrounds all making different
one-person shows. Professor Contini was able to speak everyone’s individual language. This
was amazing.

Professor Contini also is an excellent director. At the end of his class, | presented the first 10
minutes of my show and he made invaluable observations and offered sage advice to which |
continue to adhere. The show | wrote and perform deals with the troubling relationship between
race and the representation of black men in the media, but it is also a comedy show. Professor
Contini did an amazing job of helping me figure out the tone of the show.

Professor Contini also made himself available for feedback well after the course concluded. |
continued to seek his advice right up until | started rehearsal for my 7 Stages run.

Now | have the great fortune of performing my show around the country and it’s since received
press and awards...

Creative Loafing Article about my run at 7 Stages...
http://clatl.com/atlanta/mark-kendall-channels-morgan-freeman/Content?0id=12763326

| was named “Best Professional Funnyman” by Creative Loafing in the “Best of ATL” issue for
my work on Magic Negro...


http://clatl.com/atlanta/mark-kendall-channels-morgan-freeman/Content?oid=12763326

http://clatl.com/atlanta/best-professional-funnyman/BestOf?0id=15354202

| did an interview with NPR on “City Lights” discussing the show...
http://news.wabe.org/post/dad-s-garage-regular-taking-his-one-man-show-road

“The Magic Negro and Other Blackness” was selected to receive one of the three Reiser Lab
grants for 2015-2016 at the Alliance Theatre to further develop the work. Also, the Alliance
Theatre has decided to produce the show on the Hertz stage next season.
http://www.broadwayworld.com/atlanta/article/Alliance-Theatre-Selects-Three-Projects-for-2015-
Reiser-Atlanta-Artists-Lab-20150209

As | mentioned earlier, | have started to take my show around the country. So far | have traveled
to:

The Milwaukee Comedy Festival

The Out of Bounds Comedy Festival (Austin, Texas)

Big Pine Comedy Festival (Flagstaff, Arizona)

and in 2016, | will be going to:

Harrisburg Improv Theatre

San Francisco Sketch Fest

Charleston Comedy Festival

Gainesville Improv Festival

North Carolina Comedy Arts Festival
Coalition Comedy Theatre (Richmond, Virginia)
The Improv Shop (St. Louis, Missouri)
Baltimore Improv Group

Voodoo Comedy Theatre (Denver, Colorado)
Providence Improv Guild

Edmonton Fringe Festival (Canada)

Again, this whole show was made possible because of George Contini and his teaching. | am so
grateful to him.

Sincerely,

Mark Kendall
1/2/2016
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